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A copy of each non-U.S. patent document and each non-patent document is being 
submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not intended 
as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 
§ 1.56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action which would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is determined to 
be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 

TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed document is being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), before 
the mailing date of the first Office Action after the filing of a Request for Continued 
Examination. 
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RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

As relevance of the foreign-language document, JP 04-033288, provided below is a 
partial translation of relevant portions. 

Claim: 

Socket apparatus for control device comprising; 

socket unit 1, having individual connection terminals 7, wherein the front side 
is the plug-in connection pane of the control device main body 4, and the outer 
side, which faces the front side, is equipped with socket part 8 for common line 
connection; and 

end unit 2 equipped with socket part 10 for common line connection on one 
outer side and common connection terminal parts 9; 
wherein said end unit 2 is connected to a certain number of socket units 1 
enabling the connection between the common line to each control device main 
body 4 and the external devices via common connection terminal parts 9 of end 
unit 2. 

Effect of the Invention 

As stated above, in this structure, a socket apparatus which can attach 
necessary number of control device main bodies is achieved by combining a 
certain number of socket units and one end unit. Since the connection between 
the common line and external device is done via common connection terminal 
parts of the end unit, the wiring process is easy. 

Further, since each socket unit does not have the terminal parts for common 
line connection on itself, the structure is simplified and the apparatus can be 
smaller. 

Applicants respectfully request that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP § 609. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a check 
being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or even 
entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit 
Account No. 19-0741. 
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Date ^sl^cj^ — Ik 2: \ 2^>= , 

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
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Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Respectfully submitted, 

William T. Ellis 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 26,874 

Thomas G. Bilodeau 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 43,438 
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